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Julie Metz
1998 LSC Graduate

Shelbyville native Julie Metz has been Executive Director 
of the Shelby County Chamber of Commerce for 14 years. 
Under Julie’s leadership, the very successful Leadership 
Shelby County program was carefully reestablished. This last 
year, Julie and the Chamber Board worked to bring quality 
affordable healthcare to businesses across the state by 
launching the UnitedHealthcare Community Chamber Program. 
While Julie has been at the helm of the Chamber, membership 
has strengthened, but more importantly, so has the reputation 
of the Shelby County Chamber of Commerce. 

Julie is well known in the county, and is liked and respected 
by all.  She is proud of her accomplishments as a leader in the 
community, but Julie is also proud of her time spent in the 
business and industry sector of the county.  Please read Julie’s 
story.  
     Stephanie Duerstock

I have been so fortunate to have spent my 
entire working life in Shelby County and have had 
tremendous learning experiences.  My professional 
career really began with my job at IPC, now 
Freudenberg-NOK, where I had the opportunity to 
work with and learn from some amazing leaders.  
After spending nearly 14 years in administration in a 
manufacturing environment, I was presented with the 
opportunity to start a new manufacturing company - 
Ten Cate ENBI - in Shelbyville, building a 55,000 square 
feet facility and traveling to the Netherlands with my 
colleagues to learn the processes and bring them 
back to our local plant. While at ENBI, I worked in 
production control, purchasing and personnel, finding 
that the best fit for me was personnel as I got to work 
with the great employees and staff.

Following my time at ENBI, I was the first employee 
hired at Indiana Downs. I was hired by Gil Short who 
was overseeing the project, designing and building 
the racetrack. It was his fourth racetrack, and he 
was one of the most colorful characters I have ever 
met as he had spent over half his life around horses 
and racetracks. Gil and I immediately hit the ground 
running. He would put on his hard hat and go to 
the construction site while I was taking care of the 
administrative duties in the office. Our first office was in 
a trailer at the site. The general contractor delivered 
a port-a-let, put a padlock on it and gave me the 
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key. Since I was the only female, 
non-construction individual on 
site, they wanted me to have 
that luxury! We quickly moved 
into the farmhouse located north 
of the property and turned that 
into our offices as the track was 
being built. Our first conference 
room was the kitchen where we 
hosting meetings at the kitchen 
table. It was great to finally see 
the results of our efforts when the first horse race was 
presented in December 2002. I recall the reaction of 
local community and business leaders as they stepped 
off the elevators into the clubhouse experiencing the 
beautiful facility and racetrack for the first time.

After spending approximately five years at Indiana 
Downs and before the casino was built, I was asked to 
consider applying for the Executive Director position at 
the Shelby County Chamber.  This position has been a 
good fit for me, allowing me the opportunity to work 
with businesses and develop relationships with many of 
you. 

As I look to the future, I am excited about the new 
adventure facing Dennis and me. We have purchased 
a home in Tennessee to be close to our daughter, 
Angela; son-in-law, Brett; and grandkids, Cash and 
Cora.  

In addition to the relationships and friendships that 
have been established, I will miss the Annual Awards 
Gala where we all gathered to celebrate all of you 
who make us who we are - Shelby County.

Thank you for your ongoing support and 
encouragement.  We look forward to Shelby County 
continuing on a positive path and maintaining a 
strong business environment.

Happy 2021!

Congratulations and best wishes, Julie. We will miss you.


