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Mayor Tom DeBaun
City of Shelbyville
LSC Class of 1994-1995

Mayor DeBaun is proud of his Shelby County roots. Born 
on an air force base in Montana, DeBaun grew up on a 
farm in southern Shelby County, the homestead owned by 
his family since 1850. His mother and father still live there 
today.  

After attending Flat Rock Elementary and graduating 
from Southwestern High School, DeBaun went to Franklin 
College where he majored in history and minored in political 
science and Canadian studies with the intent of studying 
international law. When DeBaun was a senior at Franklin, 
he took an internship with the Shelby County prosecutor’s 
office. After graduation, Judge O’Connor offered DeBaun 
a position in the probation office where he worked for the 
next 7 years.

In 1993, DeBaun was offered a position as the Planning 
Director of Shelbyville by Mayor Bob Williams. His tenure 
as the city’s Planning Director lasted through 4 different 
mayors representing both political parties until 2011 when 
DeBaun was elected to his first term as Mayor of Shelbyville.

An avid cyclist, Mayor DeBaun was part of a competitive 
racing team until 2012, competing in several team triathlons.  
The Mayor is also a licensed scuba diver, enjoys sky diving 
and kayaks with his family.

Mayor DeBaun and his wife, Christine, are very involved 
in the community. They have three daughters.   Grace is a 
sophomore at Ball State. Cora is 9 and Sara just turned 7.

A 1995 graduate of Leadership Shelby County, the Mayor 
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 Mayor DeBaun and Tyson Conrady enjoy the fun at the 
BYOD fundraiser for the 2019 Joyfully Packed project group.

is a strong advocate of the 
program, the participants 
and the group projects. As a 
participant, Mayor DeBaun 
found LSC to be a valuable 
resource for developing new 
and different leadership 
skills and as he transitioned 
from his first occupation in 
the criminal justice system 
to the industrial commercial 
aspect of Planning Director.  
After completing LSC, Mayor 
DeBaun went on to graduate 
from the Indiana Economic 
Development Academy at Ball 
State University.

Mayor DeBaun is proud of the collaborative relationships 
he has formed as mayor. He sees the benefit of being able 
to integrate LSC projects like “The Alley” and “The Blue 
River Run Dog Park” into the city. Of LSC projects, the 
Mayor says, “The team building of a class project is greater 
than anything you can do alone.” His LSC class project was 
“Shots for Tots” which focused on childhood immunizations 
and was the Mayor’s first opportunity to have a positive 
impact community wide. He likes seeing other groups taking 
ownership of the community and providing plans that are 
actionable.

Congratulations to Mayor Tom DeBaun on his successful 
bid for reelection as Mayor of Shelbyville.

Mayor DeBaun and his family 
take the prize at an LSC project 
group Trivia Night fundraiser.


