
LEADERSHIP SHELBY COUNTY
AlumnI   NEWSLETTER

Read updates on LSC Alumni and the current Leadership class.

JULY 2019
PAGE 1

The Honorable Judge Kent Apsley graduated from 
Brookville High School and received both his undergrad and 
law degrees from Indiana University in Bloomington.  After 
being admitted to the Bar in 1984, he joined the Adams and 
Cramer law firm in Shelbyville.  For 15 years, Judge Apsley 
was a criminal defense lawyer and a public defender.  In 
1998, he was elected as the Shelby County Prosecutor, 
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Scott Shepherd
Leadership Shelby County Facilitator

The Leadership Shelby County Board is pleased to 
welcome Scott Shepherd as the new LSC Facilitator. Scott 
comes to LSC with over 25 years of experience in leadership 
in both the public and private sectors with broad experience 
in human resource management, strategic planning, 
management of formal training and certification programs, 
and crisis management. 

Scott served in the U.S. Air Force for 30 years, retiring 
with the rank of Colonel.  While in the Air Force, Scott 
graduated from Wright State University in Dayton, Ohio 
with a degree in Computer Science and earned a master’s 
degree in Public Administration from Auburn University 
at Montgomery, Alabama.  During his tenure with the 
Air Force, Scott worked in the area of Space Operations 
focusing on the construction and flight of satellites.  

As he progressed through the military ranks, Scott 
assumed various leadership roles, taking 
charge of organizations from 125 to 
5,000 people.  Mentoring individuals is 
Scott’s passion.  He says, “Nothing is more 
satisfying than helping someone recognize 
and achieve their potential.”   

Scott is currently the Senior Human 
Resources Manager at Ryobi Die Casting 
(USA), Inc.  He and his wife, Tracy, a flight 

attendant, have two grown daughters.  Traveling is Scott’s 
hobby along with golf and watching sports of all kinds.  

Scott is looking forward to September and his new 
role as LSC Facilitator.  He is “extremely honored to have 
the chance to interact with participants who have been 
identified by their organizations as people who can have a 
positive impact on our community and their organizations.” 

We welcome Scott to the LSC team.

stephanieduerstock@shelbychamber.net
www.WeAreShelbyCounty.com
317-398-6647
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serving 4 terms (16 years).  He holds the distinction of being 
the longest serving prosecutor in Shelby County.  Today, he 
presides over Shelby County Superior Court 1.  

Judge Apsley and his wife, Marsha, 
have two children.  Benjamin is an I.T. 
Specialist with Tubesock, and Ethan is 
a junior in high school.  He refers to 
Marsha as his “rock.”  Whenever possible, 
the Judge is in the woods or on a river 
fishing.  He loves to kayak, hunt and play 
a little golf.  He says, “Turkey hunting is 
my favorite.  I live for turkey season.”  

Judge Apsley was just a few years out of law school and 
relatively new to Shelbyville when he was recruited for 
the first class of the Leadership Academy, now known as 
Leadership Shelby County.  The Academy groups were 
directed to identify a need in the community, research 
solutions and report back to the Academy Board.  Judge 
Apsley’s group was originally focused on the lack of 
recreational facilities in the county.  The more the group 
looked into the prospect of a recreational facility, the more 
obvious it became that the basic need was really a funding 
mechanism.  It was apparent that Shelby County was full 
of volunteers and full of citizens who were passionate 
about projects, but those projects died for lack of financial 
support.  The group’s original plan morphed into an image 
of something much greater—a community foundation.  

The project group went to work on this lofty vision.  They 
put together their required research report, but did not stop 
at the basics.  The team created a model program, prepared 
a funding concept, drafted Articles of Incorporation and 
filed the paperwork with the Secretary of State. The Blue 



Alyse Deutsch
2017 Leadership Graduate

Congratulations to Alyse Deutsch and her husband, Josh 
Clossey, on the birth of their baby,  Maren Rae Clossey.  
Maren was born on June 8, 2019.  She weighed 9 lbs and 7 
oz and was 21 inches long.  Alyse and Josh are also fostering 
a little boy whom they hope to adopt.  He was born on April 
20.  

Alyse and her 2016-2017 LSC project team turned an 
empty lot on Elm Street into a thriving 
community garden.  Alyse and Josh have 
continued to plant the original lot at 
816 Elm Street.  The Master Gardeners 
are assisting in this effort by planting 
the space at 317 West Taylor Street, and 
Healthy Shelby County is sponsoring 
both gardens.  Workers have planted a 

broad variety of vegetables and the gardens have handicap 
accessible raised beds again this year.  Alyse and her 
husband are always looking for volunteers to weed and care 
for the current spaces.
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River Community Foundation was established.  
The majority of the LSC project team went on to serve 

on the first BRCF Board of Directors.  This board worked 
tirelessly to set a standard of excellence for the new 
organization and to win the trust of the community.  
Without a place to call home, the foundation board met 
at the hospital for several years.  Judge Apsley personally 
paid for a post office box so that the foundation would 
have an address.  The tenacity, hard work and sacrifice of 
many of the original board members kept the dream of a 
community foundation alive.  After three years, the fledgling 
organization was awarded a Lily Community Grant.  With 
that first grant, the BRCF took off.  Today its current assets 
are $41,000,000.00.  

Judge Apsley looks back proudly on his involvement 
with the conception and development of the Blue River 
Community Foundation.  He remained on the board of 
directors for 15 years and was the organization’s first 
president.

Judge Aplsey believes Leadership Shelby County was 
instrumental in helping him jump start not only his 
professional career, but also his community service career.  
Besides his long running involvement with the BRCF, Judge 
Apsley has served on several nonprofit boards including 
Girls Inc., Habitat for Humanity, the Shelby County Drug 
Free Coalition and the Domestic Violence Prevention Board.  
He also serves on his Parrish Council.  

continued from page 1

PAGE 2

The Blue River Community Foundation, Inc. 
is located at 45 West Broadway Street in 
Shelbyville.  Amy Haacker is the Executive 
Director.  Since 1993, the foundation has 
awarded $13,643,414.00 in grants and 
$5,462,490.00 in scholarships in the 
following program areas: Civic, Scholarship, 
Health, Education, Social Services, Arts and 
Culture and Youth.  In 2019, the Shelby 
County Chamber of Commerce awarded the 

Blue River Community Foundation the Nonprofit Champion 
of the Year.  

For more information, visit their website at 
www.blueriverfoundation.com or phone 317-392-7955.

Interested in becoming a partner in LSC 
development? Please contact Julie Metz or 
Stephanie Duerstock at (317) 398-6647.

$50.00
$100.00
$250.00

$350.00 Program Day Sponsor
$500.00 Visionary Sponsor
$1,000.00 Sustaining Partner
$2,000.00 Distinguished Partner*
$5,000.00 Title Partner**

Program Sponsor

Scholarship Sponsor

$500.00
other ____

*Sponsorship includes tuition for one participant in the Leadership Shelby County 
program.
**Sponsorship includes tuition for two participants in the Leadership Shelby 
County program.


