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Too often communities discount the opinions and input 
of their youth, one of the largest demographics in the 
community, due to a preconceived notion that young 
people have not matured enough to contribute to the 
ongoing conversation that shapes the community’s future. 
The Mayor’s Youth Council will change this notion by 
empowering our young people with the tools necessary 

to become involved in change and be active members of the community. 
Through a series of discussions with a select group of students, school 
faculty members and youth advocates we were able to establish the 
following goals for the Youth Council:

• Foster a relationship between youth and the community 
• Teach youth the personal and professional skills needed to lead  

 and cause change in their community
• Bridge a connection between the youth and their elected officials
• Teach youth the importance of leadership in their community
• Show youth the role their government agencies, philanthropic  

 organizations and industry leaders have in shaping the future of  
 Shelbyville and Shelby County 
• Educate city leaders and community members on what the youth’s  

 wants and needs are 

With these goals in place and the support we’ve already seen from different 
community leaders, we know that the Mayor’s Youth Council will be the 
framework in creating tomorrow’s leaders. At the beginning of the 2017-18 
school year, we will be holding a “kick-off” event to celebrate the creation 
of the Mayor’s Youth Council. 

For more information on the Mayor’s Youth Council, contact Adam Rude at 
arude@cityofshelbyvillein.com or (317) 392-5102. 


