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Kris Schwickrath is an East Coast transplant.  Many 
people know her as the long-time Latin teacher at 
Shelbyville High School.  Others know Kris for her 
passionate work with trees and plant life.  Born and 
raised in New York City, Kris Schwickrath earned her 
bachelors’ degree in Classical Studies at Douglass 
College of Rutgers University, one of the nation’s 
oldest universities.  Her great love of nature was 
instilled by both her parents, but especially her father.  
She has fond memories of him taking her and her 
sisters and friends to the zoo, the botanical gardens, 

picnics and other places where the 
family could enjoy the outside world.

Kris came to Indiana as a master’s 
student at Indiana University where she 
continued her studies of the Classics, 
focusing on both Greek and Latin.  While 
working on her master’s degree, Kris 
taught mythology, Latin, and medical 

terms at IUPUI.  It was then, in 1993, that SHS principal 
Jamie Orem sought her out to substitute for the Latin 
teacher.  Kris eventually took the position full time, and 
while at SHS, she also taught etymology and sponsored 
all academic teams for many years.  Kris resigned 
from SHS in 2013.  She is now a Latin teacher and 
Department Chair at Brebeuf Jesuit Preparatory School 
in Indianapolis.  

Kris has made Shelbyville home and is an active 
volunteer in the community.  She is also on the 
Historical Society Board.  It is not uncommon to see 
her give a tour of the city, focusing on the architecture 
of the homes and buildings in town.  She is also on 
the Board of Zoning Appeals where she specializes 
in “helping with random questions about the 
trees,”occasionally helping out the Street Department 
and City Engineer.  She was especially active in the 
campaign to save the Ash trees.  Kris and the Plan 
Commission staff are currently working on updating 
Shelbyville’s landscaping ordinance.

Always a student, Kris is constantly learning.  She 
says she should have studied to become a botanist.  

The LSC Graduation Celebration is June 9. 
All LSC alumni are welcome.  

Indiana Grand Racing & Casino, Marquee Room
5:00-7:30 p.m.

$20.00 per person
RSVP: stephanieduerstock@shelbychamber.net

stephanieduerstock@shelbychamber.net
www.WeAreShelbyCounty.com
317-398-6647

Share your good

A p p ly   t o   t h e   2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  
LS C   C l as s   T o d ay !

Visit www.WeAreShelbyCounty.com for an application.

Kris at Meltzer’s 
Woods.

As a result of her inherent interest in plants and the 
natural world, Kris has taken several DNR courses.  She 
studies native and invasive plant life and is working 
with the Master Gardeners to remove invasive plants 
in the area.  Her goal is to revitalize Shelby County’s 
landscape with native plants in order to help restore 
our ecosystem to a more natural state.  

In 2001 while teaching at Shelbyville High School, 
Kris was asked to participate in Leadership Shelby 
County.  Her project group designed and paid to have 
the “Welcome to Shelbyville” sign erected on North 
State Road 9.  She also served 2 years on the LSC 
Board of Directors.  Kris said she learned so much 
in LSC and highly recommends it.  She believes the 
program pushes people to interact with each other and 
fosters a growth mindset.  

Having lived in Shelbyville for twenty-two years 
now, Kris sees the potential of everything that defines 
Indiana and our county. She is happy to call Shelbyville 
her home!  


